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of a mile.    It was the most effective blow yet dealt at
the enemy by British troops.

For the nest week there was a lull in the main
operations while the hammer was swung back for
another blow. On Sunday the 24th our batteries
opened again, this time against the uncaptirred
points in the German third line like Morval and
Lesbceuis, against intermediate positions like Gueude-
court, and especially against Thiepval, which we now
commanded from the east. By the evening of the
25th the British had stormed an enemy front of six
miles between Combles and Martinpuich to a depth
of more than a mile. The fall of Morval gave them
the last piece of uncaptured high ground on that
backbone of ridge which runs from Thiepval through
High Wood and Ginchy. The next day Combles
fell, while on the British left Thiepval itself was
carried, as well as the north-west corner of Mouquet
Farm and the Zollern Redoubt on the eastern crest.
The German pivot had gone, the pivot which they
had believed impregnable.

On the evening of 26th September the Allied
fortunes in the West had never looked brighter.
The enemy was now in his fourth line, without the
benefit of the high ground, and there was no chance
of retrieving his disadvantages by observation from
the air. A hundred captured documents showed
that the German moral had been shakens and that
the German machine was falling badly out of gear.
In normal seasons at least another month of fine
weather might be reasonably counted on, and in
that month further blows might be struck with
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